PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
of this science and the development of mankind and
society in other respects. It is possible that some of them
were unaware of the inter-connection of things; most
of them, however, were probably of opinion that then-
task was merely to describe the changes and the progress
in that particular sphere, Engels, while aware of these
inter-connections and mutual inter-dependencies of the
phenomena of human evolution, errs in his turn by
ascribing an exaggerated importance and influence to
one single group of these phenomena, by misjudging
the nature of this inter-dependence in general, and by
failing to see the momentous differences in the measure
and degree in which mental phenomena may be in-
fluenced by economic and political changes.
A conception of history, a moral or philosophical
system, certain ideas concerning laws and institutions
may to a certain extent be influenced by the conditions
of production or by politics ; it is very possible and even
probable that they will change when the political or
economic system changes. Exact science, however,
remains unaffected. Scientists may be killed or exiled,
laboratories destroyed and science decay and perish in
a return to barbarism, but its results and its theories
remain unchanged. From the multiplication tables to
the infinitesimal calculus, mathematical propositions re-
main the same through all ages as long as the human
mind remains the same. What Oswald Spengler said
to the contrary has long been proved false,1 Animals,
plants, the strata of the earth, chemical and physical
phenomena, are not affected by changes in the world
of man, and therefore neither the conditions of production
1 Cf. Hessenberg Gerhard, professor of mathematics at the Unhrersity
of Breslau, Vom Sinn der 2Zahlm (Leipzig, 1822).
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